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P&DARCS NEWSLETTER  

SEPTEMBER 2026 

 

A trip down memory lane with Simon Ventevogel. Pilot Brand Pitts Special 

 

Next Club Meeting Sep 23 (Wed) 7.30 - 9.30 pm 
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Committee Members: 

 

President: Keith Quigg 

president@pdarcs.com.au 

Vice President: David Law 

vicepresident@pdarcs.com.au 

Secretary: David Gibbs 

secretary@pdarcs.com.au 

Treasurer: Peter Harris 

treasurer@pdarcs.com.au 

Registrar: Simon Ventevogel 

registrar@pdarcs.com.au 

IT Manager: Daniel Jenkins 

webmaster@pdarcs.com.au 

Safety Officer: Vacant 

safety@pdarcs.com.au 

Facilities Manager: Norm Morrish 

facilities@pdarcs.com.au 

Editor: Liz Ventevogel 

editor@pdarcs.com.au 

S.I.G. Coordinator:  John Van de Waterbeemd 

sig@pdarcs.com.au 

 

General Committee Members: 

Phil Singh 

psingh@pdarcs.com.au 

Field Coordinator: Chris Eeles  

ceeles@pdarcs.com.au 

Useful Links: 
. 

P&DARCS Homepage 

P&DARCS Calendar 

CP&DARCS Club Rules and Safety 

documents 

 
 

Upcoming Events: 

 
30 Aug 
60th Anniversary Celebration Lunch 
 30 Aug (Sun) 12:00 pm - 4:00 pm 
 
31 Aug 
P&DARCS 60th Anniversary 
 31 Aug (Mon)  
 
23 Sep 
Committee Meeting 
23 Sep (Wed) 7:30 pm - 9:30 pm 
 
Oct 7 
Committee Meeting & Coop AGM 
7 Oct (Wed) 7:30 pm - 9:30 pm 
 
 

 

In This Edition: 
9ŘƛǘƻǊΩǎ wŜǇƻǊǘ 
Presidents Report 
2026 World Scale Champs 
Down Memory Lane 
Spotlight 
Letters From Afar - This is Alex Calling 
Recipe of the Month 
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KEEP OUR CLUBHOUSE 

CLEAN 

 
¶ YOU USE IT. 

 

¶ YOU CLEAN IT. 

 

¶ YOU PUT IT AWAY. 
 

Nothing is to be left on the tables, 

in the sink or on 

the benches. Chairs to be stacked 

up once you have 

finished. 
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9ŘƛǘƻǊΩǎ wŜǇƻǊǘ 
 

Thanks again to Alex who is continuing to send his fabulous stories which are 

always eagerly looked forward to.  This month he has sent in two articles and 

the latter is quite serious.  What DID happen to instruction manuals¡ 

 

P&DARCS 60th Anniversary approaches and there will be a luncheon to 

celebrate this wonderful milestone.  Registration is now closed .and we look 

forward to enjoying the day together.     

 

I was furtling through some old photographs and have submitted a few taken 

many years ago for your perusal.  I would love you all to hunt through yours  

and send in some additional old photos. 

 

Cheers 

Liz 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
  

WANTED - Articles for Newsletter 
 
How to, event reports, product reviews, what's on your bench, photos from your flying 
 
Please send content to Liz at editor@pdarcs.com.au 

CLASSIFIEDS 
 

Is there any RC related gear you'd like to buy, swap or sell? 
 
Contact Liz at editor@pdarcs.com.au for inclusion in Newsletter 
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tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΩǎ wŜǇƻǊǘ 
 

P&DARCS 2026/2027 Committee Appointments 
 

With the AGM now behind us, and the first meeting of the 2026/2027 
Committee completed, I am pleased to announce the makeup of your 
P&DARCS Committee and supporting appointments for the year ahead. 
 
Welcome to Chris Eeles 
 
We are very pleased to welcome Chris Eeles to the P&DARCS Committee as a 
General Committee Member, with Chris also taking on the important role of 
Field Coordinator. 
 
Chris will work closely with our field team to ensure that mowing and general 
field maintenance are carefully monitored and coordinated. He will also assist 
our Facilities Manager, Norm Morrish, with the ongoing management of the 
/ƭǳōΩǎ ŀǎǎŜǘǎΦ 
 
hǳǊ Ǌǳƴǿŀȅǎ ŀƴŘ ŦƭȅƛƴƎ ŦƛŜƭŘ ŀǊŜ ŀƳƻƴƎ tϧ5!w/{Ω Ƴƻǎǘ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ŀǎǎŜǘǎΣ ŀƴŘ 
their condition has a direct impact on virtually every member who flies at 
Cardinia. Maintaining them to the highest practical standard requires planning, 
coordination and a considerable amount of volunteer effort. 
 
Thank you, Chris, for offering your time and experience to P&DARCS. On behalf 
of the Committee and our entire membership, I sincerely appreciate your 
willingness to take on this responsibility and contribute to the continued 
development of our Club. 
 
Thank You, Melissa Law 
 
At the same time, Melissa Law has decided to step away from Committee and 
working group responsibilities for the time being and enjoy some very well-
earned time with her family. 
 
Melissa has contributed enormously to P&DARCS over a number of years, 
generously giving her time and support to the Club and its activities. Her 
contribution to aeromodelling, however, extends well beyond P&DARCS. 
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Melissa has also been a significant influence behind AustraliaΩs highly 
successful F4 Scale World Championship Teams, providing tremendous support 
and commitment to our Australian competitors on the international stage. 
 
It was therefore particularly fitting to see MelissŀΩs contribution recognised at 
the 2026 F4 Scale World Championships in the United Kingdom, where she was 
honoured with the prestigious Brian Taylor Trophy. 
Congratulations, Mel, on this thoroughly deserved recognition, and thank you 
for everything you have contributed to P&;DARCS and to Australian scale 
aeromodelling. It has been our pleasure to have you as part of our Committee 
and working groups, and we hope you now enjoy some valuable time with 
your family. 
 
Your 2026/2027 P&DARCS Team 
 
The Committee and supporting appointments for 2026/2027 are: 

¶ Keith Quigg τ President 

¶ David Law τ Vice President 

¶ David Gibbs τ Club Secretary 

¶ Peter Harris τ Treasurer 

¶ Simon Ventevogel τ Registrar 

¶ Daniel Jenkins τ IT Manager 

¶ Norm Morrish τ Facilities Manager 

¶ Keith Quigg τ Chief Flying Instructor 
¶ Liz Ventevogel τ Newsletter Editor 
¶ John Van De Waterbeemd τ Special Interest Group Coordinator 

¶ Phil Singh τ General Committee Member 

¶ Chris Eeles τ General Committee Member & Field Coordinator 

¶ David Walsh τ Secretary, Darcsfield Cooperative 

I thank every member of the team for volunteering their time and expertise. A 
successful club such as P&DARCS depends heavily upon members who are 
prepared to step forward, accept responsibility and work together for the 
benefit of the entire membership. 
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Additionally, I would like to acknowledge our good friend Mr Don Klein and 
his tireless efforts to bring together our 60th Anniversary Luncheon which is 
next Sunday. Despite being hospitalised for this period; Don has continued 
moving forward to ensure we have an outstanding day planned for this 
effort.  
Don, you are indeed a superstar! 
 
We have another important and exciting year ahead of us, and I look forward 
to working with the Committee and our members as we continue to Advance 
Aeromodelling at P&DARCS. 
 
Keith Quigg 
President 
P&DARCS 
 
 
 
 
Welcome Chris Eeles, our newly appointed Field Coordinator! 
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A Generous Donation to Support Pilot Development 

 

P&DARCS extends its sincere thanks to our valued club member Gordon Trotter for 
his generous donation of a Seagull Models Kwik Fly pattern aircraft to the Club. 
 
In conjunction with the Victorian Pattern Association (VPA), the Kwik Fly will 
complement our existing trainer fleet and provide P&DARCS members with an 
excellent opportunity to experience an introduction to precision aerobatics and F3A 
manoeuvres. 
 
Importantly, the model will also provide a valuable stepping stone for pilots looking 
to further develop their flying skills and work towards achieving their Gold Wings 
endorsement. 
 
P&DARCS is extremely grateful to Gordon Trotter for making the aircraft available 
and to Chris Eeles from the VPA for his support in bringing this initiative together. 
 
This is another excellent example of the benefits that come from the strong 
partnerships P&DARCS continues to develop with the many Special Interest Groups 
within aeromodelling. These relationships provide our members with opportunities 
to experience different disciplines, develop new skills and take the next step in their 
aeromodelling journey. 
 
Thank you, Gordon and Chris, for your generous support of P&DARCS and its 
members. 
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2026 World Scale F4 at 

 

Here are some of  the results for the 2026 scale F4 world champs in 
Buckminster UK. 

 
F4C 38 pilots: 

 
1st  Marc Levy FRA 
2nd David Law AUS 

3rd Jan Doubrava CZE 
 

F4C team: 
 

1st FRA 
2nd CZE 
3rd GER 

 
F4H 50 Pilots 

 
1st Reto Senn SUI 

2nd Vladimir Rynes CZE 
3rd Gianluca De Marchi SMR 

11th Peter Goff AUS 
16th Melissa Law AUS winner of the female class and the Brian Taylor perpetual 

trophy for best scoring female across all classes. 
28th Gregg Lepp AUS 

 
F4H team: 

 
1st CZE 
2nd FRA 
3rd SUI 
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F4B 
 

1st Mick Mc Henry USA 
2nd Vaclav Stastny CZE 
3rd Peter Bauer USA 

 
F4B Team : 

 
1st CZE 
2nd USA 
3rd POL 
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John Wessel 
Paul Dewar 
Barry Hendy 
Nick Csabafy 
Simon Ventevogel 
Robert Barbuto 

Simon Ventevogel 
Ian McDonald 
Robert Barbuto 

Simon Ventevogel 
Mike Farnan 
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Simon Ventevogel and Ian Anderson                                 Robert Barbuto and Ian Anderson 
 

 
 

Simon Ventevogel, Robert Barbuto, John Wessel 
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Simon Ventevogel with his Hawk Propellor Jet 
 

 

 
 

{ƛƳƻƴΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǇǊƻǇŜǊ ƘŜƭƛŎƻǇǘŜǊ - Schluter Heli=Boy 
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Simon Ventevogel with Inverted Schluter Champion 
 
 

 
 

Simon Ventevogel with a modified Heli-Boy.  He started making his own canopies because 
he had smashed so many! 

 

 

 

 


