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P&DARCS NEWSLETTER 

OCTOBER 2024 

 
 

 

A huge congratulations to Seth Huntingford for finishing 16th 
outright at the ASFA (Aero Sports Federation of China) F3A 

World Cup held on August 21-25 2004. 
 

Next Club Meeting Oct 2  Wed 7.30 - 9.30 pm 
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Committee Members: 

President: Keith Quigg 

president@pdarcs.com.au 

Vice President: David Law 

vicepresident@pdarcs.com.au 

Secretary: Phil Singh 

secretary@pdarcs.com.au 

Treasurer: Peter Harris 

treasurer@pdarcs.com.au 

Registrar: Trevor Garey 

registrar@pdarcs.com.au 

IT Manager: Daniel Jenkins 

webmaster@pdarcs.com.au 

Safety Officer: Melissa Law 

safety@pdarcs.com.au 

Facilities Manager: Norm Morrish 

facilities@pdarcs.com.au 

Field Manager: Craig Fitzsimons 

fieldmanager@pdarcs.com.au 

Editor: Liz Ventevogel 

editor@pdarcs.com.au 

Ordinary Committee Members: 

John van de Waterbeemd 

David Gibbs 

 

Useful Links 
. 

 P&DARCS Homepage 

P&DARCS Calendar 

CP&DARCS Club Rules and Safety documents 

 

Upcoming Events 

 
 
18 Sep 
Committee Meeting 
18 Sep (Wed) 7.30 pm – 9.30 pm 
 
Oct 2  
Club Meeting (On-Line) 
2 Oct (WED) 7.30 pm – 9.30 pm 
 
Oct 23 
Committee Meeting 
23 Oct (WED) 7.30 pm – 9.30 pm 
 
Oct 26 
Spring Clean Working Bee 
26 Oct (Sat) 10 am – 3 pm 
 
Oct 30 
COOP AGM (On-Line) 
30 Oct (Wed) 7.30 pm – 9.30 PM 
 
 

In This Edition: 
 

Editors Report 

China F3A World Cup 2024 

DH88 Comet 

Spotlight 

Tips and Tricks 

Recipe of the Month 
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Editor’s Report: 

Hi all, 

A big thank you to all the contributions this month.   

This month’s edition of  “SPOTLIGHT” features Don Klein and what a fascinating 

read it is.   

Breaking news is that one of our junior members, Seth Huntingford , has placed 

very well in the ASFA F3A World Cup in China.  What an accolade for such a young 

man. He is definitely got a fantastic future ahead of him. I join with the whole club 

to congratulate Seth  on making us Aussies so very proud. 

I am also introducing an interesting section called Tips and Tricks which I encourage 

anyone to submit any helpful building tips or fuel set ups etcetera. 

Please feel free to submit any stories or photos to share with fellow members to 

editor@pdarcs.com.au 

I look forward to hearing from you. 

Cheers, 

Liz 

 

mailto:editor@pdarcs.com.au


 4 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

China F3A World Cup 2024

From Norm Morrish: 
Well young Seth has finished his Chinese World Cup finishing 16th out of 36. An 
amazing result for such a young lad. He definitely is a brilliant F3A flyer. He is now 
sitting back to watch the top 10 fly the finals. Next big event will be the APA 
championships early October where he will fly in the Team Selections to be our 
Junior at next year’s World Championship in America. I will be there to barrack 
him on. We are very proud of you Seth and your dad Chris 
 
From China F3A World Cup 2024: 
Official, Seth has finished 16th overall out of everyone, not sure on anything junior 
yet but should be top. 
Not sure yet but bloody awesome.  
Mark Hu finished 11th so no Aussies in the finals. 
Such an amazing learning experience, Seth has flown against the world champion 
in F3A 
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Point your smart phone at QR code to see a short clip of DH88 Comet flying. 

Submitted by Mark Smith and Brian Evans: 
 
Hi to All 
  
Some photos of the DH-88 Comet Grosvenor House taken at the Shuttleworth Trust last weekend. 
One of the fellows from the P&DARCS Club Brian Evans, went there over 2 days and took these 
photos for me. 
  

Thanks Brian.  
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P&DARCS Scratch & Kit Built Rally 
Sunday November 10th 2024  - 9:00am 

Field Location; Cnr Fowler & Wenn Rds. Cardinia, (50K East of Melbourne) Vic 
 

 
All Kit & Scratch Built Aircraft welcome. No ARF’s please 

 

Tell your friends to come and see some great model aircraft. 

• No documentation required – just fly and have fun.   Starting 9am. 

• Non-Scale aircraft welcome, they must be from a kit or scratch built. 

• Pilots must be MAAA affiliates – MAAA cards and Model Permits must be sighted. 

• 1,500ft ceiling height enforced. 

• Model building projects most welcome, a trophy will be awarded. 

• See web site, www.pdarcs.com.au/rally, for information & entry forms. 

• Please note, dogs NOT allowed at field, even on a leash. 

• HOLK RC will have a shop at the field. 
 

$5 per car entry/registration fee for pilots and spectators. 
Location Plan 

 
Sponsored by HOLKRC.com.au 
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 Spotlight 

I am proud to be a member of this GREAT Club and am indeed honoured to be asked to 
scribe my profile for this highly regarded publication. 
 
Our membership cohort covers a broad kaleidoscope of individuals with diverse 
nationalities, backgrounds, education, professions, and a wide enthusiastic interest in 
Radio Control Aircraft together with the challenge of skilfully piloting their airborne 
“BEASTS”. It is this enthusiastic spectrum of RC interests that is the vibrant fabric that 
wraps itself around us all… 
….This is the heartbeat of our wonderful “P&DARCS Family”. 
 
I’ve had quite a hectic professional journey….  
 
From being Creative Director of ABC Television…to establishing a design, advertising 
and marketing company in Melbourne…to being founder of a moshav hydroponic farm 
in the Negev Desert, Israel, exporting tomatoes, roses, mangos and other agricultural 
produce to the European markets…to being the Creative Director of the largest 
Advertising Agency in the Middle East…to being the National Business Development 
Manager of a company back in Melbourne…to owning a retail business.    
 
Over many years I have travelled extensively around the world.  Experiencing first-hand, 
counties with different languages, cultures, architecture, food, art, and music, is the very 
best source of education (by far!).   
 
In 1998, after being a member of DKRAC for some years (and having served as Club 
Secretary), together with about ten other members of that Club, I joined P&DARCS.  I 
will never forget the very warm welcome we all received at our first Club Meeting from 
the then P&DARCS President, the late Rob Till (a gentleman’s gentleman).  We were 
quickly made to feel a valued element of the overall membership. Way back then I 
clearly recall feeling so pleased with my decision to join such a “special Club”.  
 
In 2000 I served as Vice President and “Event Manager” for that year’s Monty Tyrrell Rally. 
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Two decades ago, “the norm” was for experienced flyers to build their own aircraft from 
complex kits or from scratch.  ARF kits were considered to be ONLY for “beginners”.  I 
wrote an article in our newsletter predicting that there “will be a strong market” for 
experienced pilots to acquire ARF aircraft.   
 
I stated that experienced flyers will be quite prepared to pay high prices for AFR aircraft as soon 
as the “plane product” quality is greatly improved.  Back then my article was frowned upon by 
my colleagues because it was well known that I was not a “plane builder”…. 
 
…Well, how times have changed !...and Oh! How accurate my prediction turned out to be all 
those years ago !!! 
 
Speaking of my attributes as an “aircraft builder”… 
…Once upon a long time ago there was a tenacious Club Editor by the name of 
David Walsh. He wrote a FULL COLUMN article in our newsletter with the title, 
“DON’S BUILDING TIPS”…. 
 
Except for the “inviting heading”, the entire column was a BLANK WHITE SPACE. 
In the interest of full disclosure, I am prepared to confess that David’s article was 
perhaps the most accurate piece of journalism ever crafted. 
 
In those days we conducted many “internal” Club events.  
 
The most memorable (and most painful !!) for me being the “100 Lapper”. An air-race 
of 100 laps around pylons (with IC power of course).   
Glenn Burgdorf was the pilot and yours truly was his caller of our aircraft affectionately named, 
“FUNNDUK” (the bright 
Fluro Orange plane in a couple of the photos).  This flat-out race was unforgettable fun, 
 
BUT unfortunately there were three mishaps !!  
 

▪  Unfortunately, early in the race, one of FUNNDUK’s especially thin racing-wheels 
fell off in mid-air.  Therefore, after each of Glenn’s skilful one-wheel landings to 
refuel, I had to be a “human catapult” over the fuel-drenched rubber take-off mat 
to “thrust” the plane to take off back into the air (via my body face down at ground 
level, sliding VERY forcefully over the fuel drenched take-off matt). 
 

▪ Then, during the race (equally unfortunately) Glenn made an “out-landing” in a 
drainage trench at the north-western edge of the north-south runway.  In the mist 
of the event’s extreme hype, I “zoomed” over to retrieve FUNNDUK and rush it 
back to the take-off mat where Glenn was standing.   

I hurriedly lifted the plane out of the trench, hurriedly turned towards the re-
fuelling/take-offs mat, hurriedly “launched” myself out of the trench…and “ping”…I had 
torn my right hamstring (Don’t even think about the excruciating pain !!!)…but nothing 
was going to stop me! 
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I just kept on running/limping (with the plane in my arms) towards Glenn at 
the take-off mat. 
 

▪ Peter Harris was declared the winner overall.  We came second overall.   
We were first in our aircraft category, but perhaps due to the adrenaline rush 
(equally unfortunately), declaring the winner of the “category” trophy was totally 
forgotten about on the day ?   
 
After the exciting event was well-and-truly over, the 
gentleman who was officiating in the third pylon cage informed us that we had 
flown 101 laps ?…being ONE LAP TOO MANY !! 
 
…They say, “It’s the competing that matters, not the winning” ?? 
 
We also formed a small group of “Formation Flyers”.  With the same type of aircraft, 
each plane in a different bright luminous Fluro colour.  We became quite good at flying 
in formation, executing simple routines together….Those were THE days !    
 
I became interested in F3A Precision Aerobatics and have piloted various 2metre 
Pattern Ships, transitioning from IC to electric power along the way.  I thoroughly enjoy 
the comradery of the F3A Group and also enjoy the experiences of attending other 
flying fields at F3A comps around the state.  Like others within our flying fraternity, I had 
several long breaks between flying periods due to work commitments and caring for my 
aging father.  However, when I was back at the field…I was BAAACKKKK  (sort of) !!    
 
Now being in my 80th year, I “folded my wings” two years ago.  I am happy to report that I have 
acquired the dizzy altitude of being appointed to the lofty position of Official Cheer Leader of the 
VPA…. 
….Oh! WOT a feelinggg!!! 
In my retirement I have discovered an AMAZING PHENOMENON !!!…. 
…The longer it becomes since one flew, the better flyer one used to be 
 
Finally, I am motivated to express my appreciation for the warm relationships, good fun 
and bucket-loads of laughter we’ve shared together.  Laughter is the therapeutic elixir 
for the soul ! 
 
I would also like to take this opportunity to thank ALL the dedicated Club Committee 
Members for managing our Club’s affairs on our behalf over the years. 
 
May the wind continue beneath your wings. 
 

 
Don Klein 
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Basic Control Setup 

                               
 

 

 
 
 
When setting up the control system of a new model, the geometry of the 
control system is very import. The better the mechanical geometry the better 
the model will feel.  In Aerobatic disciplines such as IMAC and F3A, these 
base setups are done meticulously to make the model feel as neutral as 
possible. 
 
Fig 1 and 2 show the desired setup for the most symmetrical control 
movement. Fig 1 shows a straight push rod run; Fig 2 shows an angled setup.  
When the control system is setup, it is important that the push rod is at 90 
degree to the servo arm and surface horn when the stick is centre, in the 
case of throttle it should be at half , and with flaps, it should be at half flaps.  
This should be done before any adjustment is done in the transmitter. Once  
this setup is achieved as near as possible, only minor adjustments should be 
needed on the transmitter.      
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   Fig 3 & 4 shows undesirable control setup, both these setups have the same 
problem even though the push rod is bent on one of them.  These setups will 
cause the control to give more throw in one direction than the other, called 
differential, although modern transmitters can program most of this out, it is 
still not ideal as the servo will use more power in one direction than the 
other on a control surface. 
 
 
If anyone wants to discuss the above in greater detail, please reach out to 
Simon Ventevogel.  He will be happy to chat to you all. 
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Don’t forget October 26th 
Spring Clean Working Bee 
26 Oct (Sat) 10 am – 3 pm 

Field will be closed  for 
flying – all welcome to 

help! 
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Quick and Easy Apricot Chicken 

With the price of food going through the roof, I’ve started to hark 
back to some of the old fashioned, cheap, and cheerful meals that 
were popular when I was a child. This one has stood the test of time 
and is absolutely delicious. Enjoy. 

Tips: 

I wasn’t sure if apricot nectar was still around, but it is available in 
supermarkets in 400g tins. 

I used half plain flour and half cornflour for the coating as this 
thickens up the sauce during cooking.  

There is seasoning in this recipe as the French onion soup mix is quite 
salty. Certainly add some in if you are using the reduced salt packets. 
They are around 45g in weight so you will need two.  

We enjoyed our apricot chicken with good old potato gems. I felt we’d 

been transported back to the 70’s.  

Amounts shown will feed six people. 
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Ingredients: 

6 chicken thighs skin off 

90g of French onion soup mix 

800ml of apricot nectar 

1/2 cup of plain flour 

1/2 cup of cornflour 

2 tablespoons of cooking oil 

Spring onions, finely sliced for garnish 

Method: 

Preheat oven to 180C 

Slice chicken thighs in half 

Place the flours and chicken thighs in a plastic snap and toss/shake 
until completely coated 

Heat the oil in a large baking or casserole dish 

Take the chicken out of the flour and shake off excess 

Fry the chicken pieces quickly on both sides until just golden 

In a large jug, combine the soup packets and apricot nectar, mix well, 
then pour over chicken 

Cover and bake at 180C for 50-60 minutes 

Serve with rice or vegetables garnished with spring onions  
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P&DARCS Calendar 

 

 

September, 2024 

18 (Wed) 7:30 pm - 9:30 pm Committee Meeting 

October, 2024 

02 (Wed) 7:30 pm - 9:00 pm Club Meeting (online) 
23 (Wed) 7:30 pm - 9:30 pm Committee Meeting 
26 (Sat) 10:00 am - 3:00 pm Spring Clean Working Bee Field Open: No 
30 (Wed) 7:30 pm - 9:30 pm Coop AGM (Online) 

November, 2024 

09 (Sat) 2:00 pm - 4:00 pm Mini Working Bee for Rally Field Open: No 
10 (Sun) P&DARCS Scratch / Kit Built Scale Rally Field Open: No 
20 (Wed) 7:30 pm - 9:30 pm Committee Meeting 

December, 2024 

04 (Wed) 7:30 pm - 9:30 pm Club Meeting (Online) 
08 (Sun) 9:00 am - 4:00 pm VPA Pattern Event Field Open: Partial 

April, 2025 

12 (Sat) - 13 (Sun) ASA Monty Tyrrell Scale Rally Field Open: No 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.pdarcs.com.au/index.php/items-of-interest/club-calendar/g-5-71gm8chocgpj4b9nc9j6cb9k65j68bb170s34bb1clgm8p9n68p3ac1gco_202409180930
https://www.pdarcs.com.au/index.php/items-of-interest/club-calendar/g-5-1pog2qoousurejjn1dsrbpg7nk_202410020930
https://www.pdarcs.com.au/index.php/items-of-interest/club-calendar/g-5-cks34cb375h3ib9n6sp64b9kc8q38b9pc4qj2bb2cpgm8e1j60qjapb268_202410230830
https://www.pdarcs.com.au/index.php/items-of-interest/club-calendar/spring-clean-working-bee-24
https://www.pdarcs.com.au/index.php/items-of-interest/club-calendar/g-5-ckrj6d9n69hj2b9mcpgjcb9k6pi3gbb26co32bb46di3id1kcor38pj46o_202410300830
https://www.pdarcs.com.au/index.php/items-of-interest/club-calendar/mini-working-bee-for-rally-24
https://www.pdarcs.com.au/index.php/items-of-interest/club-calendar/p-darcs-scratch-kit-built-scale-rally-24
https://www.pdarcs.com.au/index.php/items-of-interest/club-calendar/g-5-776jv1gd2scbv69la0b25rvns0_202411200830
https://www.pdarcs.com.au/index.php/items-of-interest/club-calendar/g-5-0fj78r9turmdi7qiniupteivvs_202412040830
https://www.pdarcs.com.au/index.php/items-of-interest/club-calendar/vpa-pattern-event-24
https://www.pdarcs.com.au/index.php/items-of-interest/club-calendar/monty-tyrrell-25
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www.holkrc.com.au 
Laser cut kits and modeling accessories 

 

 

 
Dragon R.C 

Dragonrc.com.au 
 

 

 
 

www.balsacentral.com.au 
For your balsa supplies 

 

 

 
 

www.austars-model.com 

http://www.holkrc.com.au/
http://www.balsacentral.com.au/
https://www.austars-model.com/

