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P&DARCS NEWSLETTER 

OCTOBER 2025 

 
 

 Congratulation to David Law for your Hall of Fame Award from MAAA after 
decades of hard work and attention to detail. 

 
 

Next Club Meeting & Coop AGM 1st Oct  (Wed) 7.30 - 9.30 pm 
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Committee Members: 

President: Keith Quigg 

president@pdarcs.com.au 

Vice President: David Law 

vicepresident@pdarcs.com.au 

Secretary: David Gibbs 

secretary@pdarcs.com.au 

Treasurer: Peter Harris 

treasurer@pdarcs.com.au 

Registrar: Trevor Garey 

registrar@pdarcs.com.au 

IT Manager: Daniel Jenkins 

webmaster@pdarcs.com.au 

Safety Officer: Alex Williams 

safety@pdarcs.com.au 

Facilities Manager: Norm Morrish 

facilities@pdarcs.com.au 

Field Manager: David Law 

fieldmanager@pdarcs.com.au 

Editor: Liz Ventevogel 

editor@pdarcs.com.au 

S.I.G. Coordinator:  John Van de 

Waterbeemd 

sig@pdarcs.com.au 

Ordinary Committee Members: 

Melissa Law 

Useful Links 
. 

P&DARCS Homepage 

P&DARCS Calendar 

CP&DARCS Club Rules and Safety documents 

 

Upcoming Events  

October, 2025 

1 (Wed) 7:30 pm - 9:30 pm 
Club Meeting & Coop AGM (Online) 
 
22 (Wed) 7.30 – 9.30 pm 
Committee Meeting 
 
25 (Sat) 9 am – 12.30 pm 
Spring Clean Working Bee 

November, 2025 

9 (Sun) P&DARCS Scratch/Kit Rally 

For more info visit 
https://pdarcs.com.au/scalerally 

 
 

 

In This Edition: 
President’s Report 
Editor’s Report 
Memories 
Know Your Pliers 
Scratchbuilt Kit and Rally 
Alex’s Corner 
Recipe of the Month 
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President’s Report 
Dear Members, 

Change to Committee Appointments 2025/2026 

The Committee is pleased to announce the appointment of John Van de 

Waterbeemd to the newly created role of Special Interest Group (SIG) 

Coordinator. This position has been established to act as the primary liaison for 

all Special Interest Groups wishing to use the P&DARCS field. 

The role will: 

• Streamline communication between SIGs and the 

Committee 

• Ensure consistency in decision-making 

• Assist the Committee in evaluating, approving, and supporting SIG activities 

John will also provide regular reports to the Committee on the progress of 

applications. 

 

With John accepting this role, a vacancy has arisen in the Ordinary Committee 

Member position. The Committee has approved the appointment of Melisa 

Law to this role. Melissa has previously served on the Committee and brings a 

wealth of experience and commitment to the continued success of 

P&DARCS. 

 

Please join us in congratulating both John and Melisa on their 

appointments. We look forward to the positive contributions they 

will bring to our club. 

 

P&DARCS – Member Report 
Water Collection and Storage Upgrade – Burley Field 
Dear Members, 
Earlier this year, I approached Andrew Smallridge (Darcsfield Cooperative 
Secretary) with a proposal for him to form a working group to investigate 
options for improving our water collection and storage systems at Burley Field. 
This was an important step in ensuring that our club has a reliable and 
sustainable water supply, both now and into the future. 
 
I am pleased to advise that the P&DARCS Committee has approved this 
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proposal to proceed, and we are now moving forward with the first stage of 
works. 
Stage 1 – Early Works 
Andrew will lead the first stage of the upgrade, which will commence as soon 
as possible. This will involve essential maintenance and upgrades to our 
existing water facilities, with an allocated budget of around $5,000. The aim 
of this stage is to bring our current systems up to an acceptable operational 
standard before we move on to more extensive improvements. This work will 
lead to an estimated 25% improvement to water harvest and retention at the 
field. 
 
Future Upgrades 
Following the completion of these early works, the committee will review and 
consider options for larger upgrades, as recommended by Andrew and the 
working group. These future upgrades will be planned and budgeted 
progressively over the coming year, ensuring the club continues to invest 
wisely in the long-term sustainability of Burley Field. Funding will be sourced 
from external sources (state and federal bodies) as well as being allocated 
within our own upcoming budgets. 
 
Acknowledgements 
I would like to acknowledge the valuable contributions of several members 
who have assisted in the development of this project so far: 
• Andrew Smallridge (Project Manager) 
• David Walsh 
• Ivan Chiselett 
• Peter Harris 
• Norm Morish 
Their knowledge, effort, and commitment to P&DARCS have been instrumental 
in shaping this initiative. On behalf of the committee and club members, I 
extend our thanks to them for helping to ensure the ongoing success of the 
club well into the future. This upgrade marks an important step in securing the 
infrastructure that supports our flying and our community. Updates will be 
provided to members as the project progresses. 
 

See you at the field. 

Keith Quigg | AUS 22897 

P&DARCS President 2025/2026 
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Editor’s Report 

Hi Everyone, 
 
Can you believe it’s coming up to October already!  Where has the year gone.   
 
This month’s edition has some fascinating features and thanks again to  
Stephen  Green and Alex Williams for sending in marvellous copy. 
 
I came across an interesting Facebook page called Buzz’s Model Airplane 
Magazine Collection.  There are some fascinating posts to look at. 
https://www.facebook.com/share/g/19Z5wCq4KZ/ 
 
Be sure to look at the Memories page and see if you can recognise anyone. 
 
As always, please send me anything you think members might be interested in. 
 
Cheers 
Liz 

 

https://www.facebook.com/share/g/19Z5wCq4KZ/
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Wal Schubach  
13TH August 1928 – 23RD July 2025 

 
Wal grew up through the depression in the 
30’s. During this period his father started a 
successful Farrier/blacksmith business in west 
Footscray. Nobody had much money and you 
had to make up your own games and played 
mostly in the street. 
 
At 16 he purchased his first motorbike for 2 pounds and scrounged for 2 
second hand tyres. He rode that around for 2 years without a licence as he was 
underage. 
 
He worked as an apprentice carpenter for a building company in Mt Gambier 
for two and a half years, returned to Melbourne and passed a construction test 
to get a job with the P.M.G. and went to night school to improve his 
opportunities, eventually obtaining a Municipal Building Surveyors Licence and 
then became a Civil Engineer. When the P.M.G. split up he transferred to 
Telecom doing the planning for multi million dollar telephone exchanges in 
Australia. 
 
He married Mavis in 1950, after 11 years adopted a daughter Julie Anne and a 
year later had a daughter Karen Jane. The marriage lasted 30 years and then 
they went separate ways. 
 

  

New Clubrooms 

transported to Burley 

Field and renovated. 

One of the many 

projects worked at or 

supervised by Wal Wal 
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Wal has been interested in building and flying model aircraft all his life and has 
been a member of the Pakenham and District Aircraft Radio Control Society 
since it started. Has served on the committee as buildings officer for over 40 
years, president four times, secretary and editor for a number of years. He 
received Life Membership status for his long-time service to the club and 
continued serving the club while still able. 
 
His prime passion has always been with scale models and was a keen 
competitor and scale flyer. Over the years he competed in over forty National 
Championships throughout every State around Australia and in New Zealand.  
 
He won his place at the National’s to represent Australia in many World 
Championships. Twice in U.S.A., twice in France and once in each of Canada, 
Holland and South Africa. He also attended numerous World Championship as 
a team supporter. What he enjoyed most about the World Champs was the 
companionship. We are modellers together. The major highlight of his time in 
Aeromodelling has been making many very close friends in many countries and 
travelled around the world attending aeromodelling events. 
 
In 1986 Wal met Pearl at a dance at the St Kilda Town Hall and they have been 
together for the last thirty years. Early in their relationship he asked for her 
hand, which she agreed to ten years later. Pearl came with a family Melinda 
and Georgia and three Grandchildren.  
 
Wal was invited into Freemasonery, joining the Lodge of Mt Waverley in 1962 
and only ever missed a meeting through illness. After discussion with Pearl, he 
accepted the office of Worship Full Master of the Mt Waverley Lodge for the 
year 1995/6. He visited Lodges throughout Victoria and in Darwin, South 
Africa, England and USA. He and Pearl regularly volunteered to assist in the 
kitchen of the Melbourne Lodge.  
 
He received special recognition for 50 years of service as a Mason.   
 
Wal has been a great friend and will be sadly missed.  
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Pearl always at Wal’s side 

assisting as flight mechanic 

at many championship 

Events. 

Space Walker 
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P&DARCS Scratch & Kit Built Rally 
Sunday November 9th 2025 - 9:00am 

Field Location; Cnr Fowler & Wenn Rds. Cardinia, (50K East of Melbourne) Vic 
 

 
            All Kit & Scratch Built Aircraft welcome. No ARF’s please 

 

Tell your friends to come and see some great model aircraft. 

• No documentation required – just fly and have fun.   Starting 9am. 

• Non-Scale aircraft welcome, they must be from a kit or scratch built. 

• Pilots must be MAAA affiliates – MAAA cards and Model Permits must be sighted. 

• 1,500ft ceiling height enforced. 

• Model building projects most welcome, a trophy will be awarded. 

• See web site, www.pdarcs.com.au/rally, for information & entry forms. 

• Please note, dogs NOT allowed at field, even on a leash. 

• HOLK RC will have a shop at the field. 
 

$10 registration fee for pilots.. 
Locality Plan 

 

 
Sponsored by HOLKRC.com 
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Memories 
Simon Ventevogel came across this old programme for the 1991 World 
Championship held in Wangarratta.  The event included F3A, F3C and F3D. 

See if you can spot some old faces! 
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 Alex’s Corner 

  
Safety Officer Hat Goes On  

  

G’day Folks,  
 
This is coming to you from your friendly safety officer.  
 
When I first started at P&DARCS, a blink of an eye ago if compared to many / 
most of the members, everything was new to me. I had a lot to learn. But that 
also meant that I was a clean slate, open to any and all information that was 
coming my way.  
 
One of the things that I was unclear on, and got politely smacked for, was the 
rule of not over flying the main runway when the wind was easterly or 
westerly. I look back now and am inwardly embarrassed that I needed 
reminding by the kind sole who did that flying over the main runway in that 
situation was not sensible, let alone the correct thing to do.  
 
Another topic that I was loose on, back in those naive days, was standing 
behind the pilot’s barrier while flying. I won’t bother going into great 
depth about my thinking on the subject, but let’s just say that I’ve had a good 
number of speeding tickets over the years and just leave it at that.  
 
As we know, the club recently updated the pilot barriers. A small team of 
dedicated members installed the new barriers, and none of their names were 
Farraday.   
Phew for that, ey?  
 
Following the upgrade, it was made known that the barriers were there for a 
reason, and we were encouraged to use them. By now I’d been at the club long 
enough to realise some of the reasons why, so I did.  
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In my speeding ticket mind, I felt that I was doing someone a favour by 
standing behind them but have come to understand, and appreciate, the 
“why” since then.  
And the “why’s” are varied and significant.  
 
There’s the obvious ones, such as reducing the chances of being hit by a rogue 
plane. Even in my short time at P&DARCS, I’ve seen slightly out of control 
planes flying into the human part of the field, so it does 
happen. I’m sure we’ve all heard the stories of rogue planes hitting 
cars. I won’t be happy if an out-of-control plane hits my car, but I’d be 
significantly less happy if it hit me.  
 
The pilot barriers are there to protect the humans, not stop the plane, in the 
same way a racing car driver wears a helmet. It’s there to protect the human, 
not stop the crash.  
 
The highest reason on my list for standing behind the barriers is to reduce the 
chance of blocking another pilot’s view of the runway and their plane. Ducking 
and diving to try to see your winged pride and joy as it careens towards 
potential doom on landing is not a time of rainbows and sweetness. It’s a time 
when you are pinpoint focused on the minutia of elevator, aileron, maybe 
a touch of rudder, THROTTLE – go around. Phew. I need to do better next 
time. Thank heavens I saw at the last possible moment that I’d forgotten to 
lower the landing gear.  
 
I think of it this way; If I’m standing outside the barrier and get hit by a plane, 
much of that is because of my own choices. But if I’m behind the barrier and 
suddenly can’t see my plane for a safe landing, well ......... I’ll let you figure out 
the rest.  
 
Happy, and safe, flying.  
Alex SOE. " 
 

 

Alex Williams 

alex_of_oz@yahoo.com 

mailto:alex_of_oz@yahoo.com
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Chilli Marmalade Prawns 

 

 

This is a recipe we have been making variants of for decades. We’ve 
used it on lamb chops, crumbed chicken thighs and prawns with 
slightly different ingredients but the orange marmalade is always 
front and centre. The slightly bitter taste of the orange peel against 
the sweetness of the honey and the heat of the chilli is a fabulous 
combination. Enjoy. 

Tips: 

I always make a shallow slit down the back of the prawns. This makes 
them open up along the back and curl up . It’s purely aesthetic and is 
optional. 

The Chinese Five Spice powder is a mixture of spices. It contains star 
anise, cinnamon, Szechuan pepper, cloves and fennel seeds. It is 
readily available in supermarkets and gives a beautiful background 
fragrance. 

The sauce can be made ahead and reheated as required 

Black sesame seeds are unhulled and have a slightly stronger flavour 
than the white ones. They are readily available in supermarkets. I use 
them as I like the contrast. 

Amounts shown will feed four people.  
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Ingredients: 

500g large prawns with tail left on 

1/2 teaspoon of salt 

1/2 teaspoon of pepper 

Cornflour 

Oil for shallow frying 

Sauce: 

I tablespoon of vegetable oil 

1 teaspoon of Sambal Oelek (or one finely sliced Birdseye chilli) 

1 tablespoon of grated ginger 

1 tablespoon of grated ginger 
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1/2 teaspoon of Chinese five spice powder 

3 tablespoons of orange marmalade 

2 tablespoons of honey 

200ml of orange juice 

1 tablespoon of fish sauce 

1 teaspoon of cornflour mixed with 1 tablespoon of water to thicken 
sauce 

Black sesame seeds for garnish 

Method: 

Heat the oil a pan and add in the garlic, ginger, chilli and five spice 
powder.  

In a jug, mix together the marmalade, honey, orange juice and fish 
sauce until well combined 

Add this mixture to the garlic and ginger and bring up to the boil 

Mix together the water and cornflour and add it to the sauce. This will 
thicken it and make it glossy 

In the meantime, make a shallow slit along the back of the prawns 
(this enables them to curl up when cooked) 

Season with salt and pepper and a little cornflour 

Heat oil and fry the prawns till just cooked 

Drain on paper towel and gently fold the cooked prawns through 
sauce until well coated 

Serve piping hot topped with black sesame seeds sprinkled on top 
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P&DARCS Calendar 

September, 2025 

17 (Wed) 7:30 pm - 9:30 pm Committee Meeting 

October, 2025 

01 (Wed) 7:30 pm - 9:30 pm Club Meeting & Coop AGM 
(Online) 
22 (Wed) 7:30 pm - 9:30 pm Committee Meeting 
25 (Sat) 9:00 am - 12:00 pm Spring Clean Working Bee Field 
Open: No 

November, 2025 

09 (Sun) P&DARCS Scratch / Kit Built Rally Field Open: No 
19 (Wed) 7:30 pm - 9:30 pm Committee Meeting 

December, 2025 

03 (Wed) 7:30 pm - 9:30 pm Club Meeting (Online) 
06 (Sat) 9:00 am - 07 (Sun) VPA Precision Aerobatics 
Competition Field Open: No 
10 (Wed) 7:30 pm - 8:30 pm Pre Christmas Committee Wrap 
Up Meeting 

April, 2026 

17 (Fri) - 19 (Sun) ASA Monty Tyrrell Scale Rally Field Open: No 
 

Next Club Meeting  and Coop AGM On-Line 01 Oct  (Wed) 
7.30 - 9.30 pm 

 
 
 

https://www.pdarcs.com.au/index.php/items-of-interest/club-calendar/g-5-ckq3id316lj36bb571j3ib9kckq38b9oclijgbb56krj4e1jcgr34c1h74_202509170930
https://www.pdarcs.com.au/index.php/items-of-interest/club-calendar/g-5-6tij0cph6li38b9j61imab9k68sjeb9ocdi3cb9l60p3ic336oq68pho64_202510010930
https://www.pdarcs.com.au/index.php/items-of-interest/club-calendar/g-5-6tij0cph6li38b9j61imab9k68sjeb9ocdi3cb9l60p3ic336oq68pho64_202510010930
https://www.pdarcs.com.au/index.php/items-of-interest/club-calendar/g-5-clh38d316ph36b9pchj34b9kcgoj8b9o6ph30b9lcorm6db469im4chjcc_202510220830
https://www.pdarcs.com.au/index.php/items-of-interest/club-calendar/spring-clean-working-bee-25
https://www.pdarcs.com.au/index.php/items-of-interest/club-calendar/p-darcs-scratch-kit-built-scale-rally-26
https://www.pdarcs.com.au/index.php/items-of-interest/club-calendar/g-5-60q62opo6hhjib9p69ijcb9k65i3cbb269gm8b9o68qmaeb5chh66pj46c_202511190830
https://www.pdarcs.com.au/index.php/items-of-interest/club-calendar/g-5-6csm4opmc8o38b9k70qjcb9k65j62b9p6ksj6b9j6hgm8db268oj4c1pc4_202512030830
https://www.pdarcs.com.au/index.php/items-of-interest/club-calendar/vpa-pattern-event-25
https://www.pdarcs.com.au/index.php/items-of-interest/club-calendar/vpa-pattern-event-25
https://www.pdarcs.com.au/index.php/items-of-interest/club-calendar/g-5-6gs3ec32c5h30b9o60sj0b9k6op32bb168qj2b9p71gj6p9icgrj4e31ck_202512100830
https://www.pdarcs.com.au/index.php/items-of-interest/club-calendar/g-5-6gs3ec32c5h30b9o60sj0b9k6op32bb168qj2b9p71gj6p9icgrj4e31ck_202512100830
https://www.pdarcs.com.au/index.php/items-of-interest/club-calendar/monty-tyrrell-26
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www.austars-model.com  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

www.holkrc.com.au 
Laser cut kits and modeling accessories 

 

 

 

 

 
 

www.balsacentral.com.au 
For your balsa supplies 

 

 

 

www.austars-model.com 
 

http://www.holkrc.com.au/
http://www.balsacentral.com.au/
https://www.austars-model.com/

